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It was not, however, by external expansion but

rather by internal organisation that the Great Elector's

rule was made most memorable.   He suppressed the

anarchic and miscellaneous Diets that failed to govern

his scattered and disparate dominions, and in their

place set up a highly efficient and strongly centralised

autocracy; he instituted a competent privy council;

developed  an effective  civil service;   encouraged

industry and commerce;   attracted by a tolerant

religious policy large numbers of Huguenots exiled

from  France  and Jews  expelled  from  Spain, by

whom new arts and crafts were introduced into

his dominions.    He even dreamed of naval and

colonial expansion, and actually made experiments

therein:   but the day for that expansion had not

then dawned.   Before he died in A.D. 1688 he had

laid firmly the foundations of that highly organised

military  and  bureaucratic  monarchy  which   two

centuries   later   was   destined   to   dominate   both

Germany and Europe.    He was a king, and an

absolute king, in all but name.   He gave his people

government, but he destroyed whatever soul they

had previously possessed.   He militarised and brutal-

ised the Prussian nation, apparently permanently.
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The Great Elector passed on his power to a son,
Frederick, as different a man from himself as he
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